
Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan (TNP) 
Timeline

The Plan is edging closer to the finishing line. The Reg 
16 stage is now officially closed to public consultation 
and Ashford Borough Council (ABC) have submitted 
their report. The Plan will now be submitted to the 
Examiner for review. The official examination process 
is likely to take 8-10 weeks dependant on whether a 
Hearing will be required. The Referendum stage will 
follow subject to any comments being reviewed first by 
the SC. There is a required minimum 25 working days 
notice period before the Referendum can start. 

There will be a intense publicity campaign in 
preparation for the Referendum to encourage 
as many residents as possible to use their much 
needed vote to have their say about the future of 
Tenterden and its precious green spaces. 

TNP Long Term Strategy

How will the Local Plan Update affect Made 
Neighbourhood Plans?

Made plans will remain in place until they are reviewed 
or withdrawn and therefore will continue to form part 
of the development plan whilst the Local Plan is being 
updated and also following its adoption. 

However, should there be any conflict between the 
policies in a neighbourhood plan and the local plan, 
the most up to date plan (i.e. the one adopted most 
recently) will always take precedence. This means 
that updates to the Local Plan could result in some 
neighbourhood plan policies being considered out of 
date when determining planning applications. 

The number of existing neighbourhood planning policies 
affected is likely to be limited and relate to housing 
provision rather than other more general policies which 
consider the protection of the environment or local 
assets for example. Officers will be able to highlight 
potential conflicts with individual plans as the Local 
Plan Update progresses.

Can Neighbourhood Plans be reviewed?

Communities with made neighbourhood plans can 
review or ‘modify’ their plans at any time, although it 
is not compulsory to do so. 

Made neighbourhood plans are monitored annually 
through the Authority Monitoring Report and this can be 
used as a tool to consider the suitability of proceeding 
with an update. 

The nature of any proposed changes or modifications 
will affect the process that the neighbourhood plan 
will need to go through when being reviewed. National 
guidance sets out three types of update or modification 
which can be made: 

Minor (non-material) modifications to a neighbourhood 
plan are those which would not materially affect the 
policies in the plan. These may include correcting 
errors, such as a reference to a supporting document, 
and would not require examination or a referendum. 

Meet the Committee 
Saturday 27th January  
1000 – 1200 hours

We invite members and non members to join us 
to meet the Committee members on 27 January 
2024. Please join us for a cup of coffee and take 
the chance to discuss the issues of the day with us.  

To be held in the meeting rooms of EC30 (adjacent 
to Ivy Court Surgery) which are accessed via the 
side entrance or through the cafe.
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Material modifications which do not change the 
nature of the plan would require examination but not 
a referendum. This might, for example, entail the 
addition of a design code that builds on a pre-existing 
design policy, or the addition of a site or sites which, 
subject to the decision of the independent examiner, 
are not so significant or substantial as to change the 
nature of the plan. 

Material modifications which do change the nature of 
the plan or order would require examination and a 
referendum. This might, for example, involve allocating 
significant new sites for development. It should be noted 
that a material modification would require the qualifying 
body (the town or parish council) to re-run the pre-
submission consultation. The qualifying body would also 
need to state (at the pre-submission and submission 
stage) whether they believe the modifications are so 
significant or substantial as to change the nature of the 
plan and provide the reasons why.

Should communities continue to develop a 
Neighbourhood Plan in light of the Local Plan Update?

Continuing with plan making enables communities to 
address issues that are important to them in the shorter 
term whilst also allowing them to meet the Local Plan 
requirements set out in Policy SS5 (Neighbourhood 
Planning) which includes housing requirements for 
named settlements. 

Taking a positive approach to accommodating new 
housing can also enable new plans to benefit from the 
two-year protection. 

It is important to note that the Local Plan Update may 
set new and/or additional policies and requirements, 
and therefore consideration will need to be given to 
this through the process of plan making. This could, 
for example, include a requirement to accommodate 
additional homes over the longer plan period.

by Siggi Nepp

New Committee Members and 
Trustees 

Colin Campbell - Having retired as a director of a major 
accounting firm, he moved to Tenterden in 2013. His 
prior experience includes many years as a Councillor 
and Deputy Leader of a London Borough Council, where 
he was also Chairman of the Town Planning Committee 
for eight years.

Roland Cooper - A long term resident of the area 
who moved to Tenterden in 2020, is a Chartered 
Civil Engineer and Director of a Kent based Civil and 
Structural Engineering consultancy. He has a local 
authority and Developer background and is well 
versed in highways issues as well as the requirements 

for promoting development from an infrastructure 
provision and environmental perspective.

Due to a number of long standing Committee members 
retiring in recent years, the Association now has six 
trustees, and we would very much welcome some 
new faces to ensure our continuing strength in depth. 
The time commitment is not onerous, and it gives the 
ability to be involved in the issues affecting all of us. 
Ian Marsden, one of our longest standing trustees, will 
happily give interested individuals more detail.  He is 
reachable on gill.marsden2@btinternet.com.

Planning Report

We have been actively monitoring planning applications 
over this period, and have formally issued our 
comments to Ashford Borough Council for a number of 
key applications including the following:

PA/2023/1374 at The Vicarage, Church Road, 
Tenterden, Ashford, Kent TN30 6AT 

We objected to this application - please look up our 
online Planning page for further information.

PA/2023/1252 + PA/2023/1238 - 6 Lloyds Bank Plc, 
High Street, Tenterden, TN30 6AP

We objected to this application - this has now been 
permitted by ABC.

Vistry pre-application report & Design Access 
Statement – land between Woodchurch Road and 
Appledore Road, Tenterden (Limes Land)

After attending the recent Vistry public consultation 
event, a detailed list of queries and comments were 
issued relating to the above reports submitted by Vistry/ 
Wates. We are awaiting feedback from the developer. 

We also attended a site meeting with Vistry, their 
Communications consultant and Ecologist team for a 
walk about to discuss and alert them to the ecological/
historically sensitive areas and discussed their proposed 
strategies covering surface water drainage, wildlife 
translocation methodology and tree protection measures. 

They confirmed they are now considering all the 
feedback they have received and intend to respond and 
update their documents. In addition we have pushed 
for a similar engagement process that was adopted 
for the TENT 1A development which was a successful 
collaboration between local interest groups the Town 
Council, the developer’s representatives and the ABC 
planning department. We will continue to monitor this 
on your behalf.

Please look up our online News page for further information.



Beacon Oak Road 

The unacceptable patchwork quilt of repairs on Beacon 
Oak road, we believe makes this road one of the worst 
in Tenterden.  The road foundations are now exposed 
in places. We believe the road is on the 2024 KCC list 
of roads that will be resurfacing if funds permit.  Lets 
hope the road survives this winter and we will keep the 
pressure on KCC for complete resurfacing.

by Siggi Nepp

Tenterden Leisure Centre

Your committee campaigned for the retention of the 
Tenterden Leisure Centre writing letters to the Chief 
Executive at Ashford Borough Council and holding 
Council Officers to account at public meetings. We 
are delighted that the leisure centre and pool has re-
opened under new management by Freedom Leisure 
and pleased to report that the investment in new 
equipment and signage, which was long overdue, 
has spruced up the appearance of the building and 
equipment markedly. Feedback from users seems 
overwhelmingly positive and the centre appears to be 
well used again. It is great to see a wide range of users 
gaining the benefits of regular exercise and meeting 
old and new friends.

We queried whether the Council was taking action to 
recover its losses of circa £1.5m caused by the roof 
suffering storm damage and have been advised this 
is subject is commercially sensitive. We await to see 
the outcome and will be mindful of this amount when 
future council tax levels are suggested.

Wishing a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all 
our members!


