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Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of the Association will be held on:
Wednesday 10th May at 7:30 pm

At St. Mildred’s Church Hall, Church Road

Guest Speaker: Paul Hatfield
Paul Hatfield is Project Manager for Dandara on the TENT1 site. Paul started in the construction industry in 1 971 as an apprentice carpenter and since then has worked for a
number of the main developers. He has also worked on a number of different types of
construction timber frame (important as this is the construction being used at Tenterden)
as well as brick/block and concrete frame.
The role of Project Manager means he oversees all areas of the project from Health &
Safety/sub-contractors/presentation/materials as well as issuing programmes for all the
trades to work to.
Family man Paul has 2 children and 5 grandchildren. He is a qualified Level 3 Athletics
Coach and has run 22 marathons.
There will also be an opportunity over refreshments to discuss current issues with Committee Members. Wine and snacks will be available. Members are encouraged to attend what
should be an interesting evening.
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Chairman’s Report 2017

M

ost years the Chairman of TDRA
starts by saying it has been a busy
year! But has this really been the
case in 201 6/1 7? Now coming on for 7 years
after the Tent1 site was adopted for expansion of Tenterden we have yet to see a single
dwelling completed. Overlooking the Tent1
site, as I do from my kitchen window, has
some advantages – together with TDRA
member Tony Russell who also overlooks the
site we have been able to ensure that a tree
subject to a preservation order was not damaged and the pond protected. I can confirm that many hundreds of tonnes of earth have been
moved, and moved, and moved yet again. Many pipes have been delivered and disappeared
below ground. Yet still not one dwelling completed. I see no walls arising! The time it takes to
deliver houses from conception to completion creates problems for our planning system and
probably is part of the cause of the high house prices that we enjoy/or suffer from (depending
on your age).
A recent dictate from central government means that Ashford Borough Council (ABC) must
now deliver an extra 1 200 houses in the next 5 years - on top of the thousands already in the
planning pipeline for Ashford Borough. That is 1 200 extra completed houses in 5 years – not
just planned. How many of these are likely to be in Tenterden is not yet known. No sites have
been selected to date. Under these circumstances there is a high risk of unplanned, and often
unwanted, housing development being proposed and being granted planning permission on
appeal. Will it be a case of the fastest winning at whatever cost to the Town and the environment? TDRA will do its best to influence the choice of sites as it has done in the past.
We have already seen one example of unplanned development being approved in Tenterden
during 201 6. The Tilden Gill site for up to 1 00 houses was objected to by TDRA and initially
turned down by ABC but was granted outline planning permission on appeal. Now other sites
are likely to appear. The draft Local Plan is being re-drafted but will it really be useful in controlling development so that the Town grows at a reasonable pace and we all continue to enjoy
the best of Tenterden?
But development is not all negative! The £3.5 million that the Town Council received from sale
of land previously designated as the wildflower meadow for Tent1 , together with ‘Section 1 06’
funds, are destined for regeneration of the Town. Detailed consultations have been carried out
by Lipton Group on behalf of the Town Council in which many of you will have participated, as
did TDRA committee members. The outcome should see improvement of sports facilities, the
Town Hall and possibly a cinema as discussed in this copy of The Resident. TDRA committee
members have volunteered to participate in the Focus Groups leading the regeneration implementation.
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The Town is changing – much shopping is now done online and delivered in white vans. Our
independent High Street shops are under threat of disappearing. We have seen this most recently with the loss of Swaines Outfitters after several generations – no buyers could be found
to continue the business. Others have gone earlier – Franklins Electrical and Mr Anstey's Linen
House amongst others. We now have a proliferation of coffee shops and restaurants as well as
charity shops and empty shops.
More families moving to Tenterden into the new housing may help to save the independent
shops in the High Street. But I suspect that more is needed – a major change to reduce Business Rates for High Street shops is also needed to provide a level playing field with online shopping. Tenterden must be more than a pretty High Street with attractive old buildings but also a
vibrant community for residents and visitors of all ages.
As we move forward in this digital age TDRA is seeking to improve communication with members by improvements to the TDRA website www.tdra.org.uk. I encourage members to visit the
site regularly and please do let us have your email addresses so that we can send out information to you all – and hopefully receive your views in response. With your help TDRA will continue to lobby for the best outcomes for Tenterden.
Alan Bates
Chairman TDRA
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Where Does Your Money Go?

I

n the last thirty years, TDRA has utilised the funds you, the members, kindly donate, to fund
our communications (primarily this yearly magazine plus regular Newsletters), cover our necessary administration costs and also make donations to local causes, ensuring we have a
modest surplus at the end of each year.
The Association became a Registered Charity in 2007, which under the Government Gift Aid
Scheme allows us to claim funds from HMRC as though donations were made gross of tax for
the members.
In the last few years we have had a history of raising total income of £3,000 - £3,500, with expenditure on printing The Resident and Newsletters of around £1 ,000 and administration expenses of about £1 ,400. This has enabled the Association to contribute £900 to the Tree
Planting initiatives in the last two years, as well as invest in development of our website as an
essential tool in today’s ever-changing electronic world, whilst maintain a modest surplus of a
few hundred pounds each year.
The Tree Fund was established in 201 0, a favourite cause of Sir Donald Sinden, our former
President.
The oldest accounts we have on record are for 1 991 – with members’ subscriptions of £729 –
approximately 300 households at that stage compared to 570 currently (approx. 1 1 40 members).
The accounts are presented each year to the Annual General Meeting for approval and you
are of course welcome to pose any relevant questions at the AGM.
Howard Burnside
Treasurer
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Update on Trees for Tenterden

TDRA

I

n the past year TDRA has funded and planted four new trees. The four trees were planted
along the highway near the London Beach Hotel to replace the cherry trees which are
reaching the end of their natural lives and which will be gradually removed by Kent County
Council Highways Department.
TDRA will continue to fund further tree planting in the future, but of course with limited funds
we can only allocate monies to purchase a few trees at a time.
We are continually monitoring the trees in Tenterden and the roads leading into the town with
the assistance of KCC Arboreal Department to determine new sites for future trees.
Our association has built up a good relationship with KCC and together we will continue to
check the health of our current tree population. If it is not possible to save an existing tree
through tree surgery we will endeavour to fund a replacement.
As always, if any members would like to sponsor a new or replacement tree in the future or
have any ideas regarding sites for future trees please let us know and we would be only too
happy to help where we can.
Bill Chantler

5

Tenterden Regeneration Project

M

any of you will already be aware
that Tenterden Town Council (TTC)
recently received some £3.5 million as proceeds from the sale of land (the
‘wild flower meadow’) adjoining the Leisure
Centre for housing as part of the Tent1 development. In addition to this the Council expects to have additional funds available from
the ‘Section 1 06’ payments made by the
Tent1 developers and developers of Tilden
Gill and other sites in Tenterden. Together
with ‘matched funding’ that may be available
from other sources such as the National Lottery, central government, sports organisations (such
as Football Association, Lawn Tennis Association, etc.) a total of as much as £1 0 million may be
available for selected projects in Tenterden over the next five to ten years.
Faced with such a large sum TTC sensibly decided to conduct surveys to determine the communities’ views on a wide range of possible projects being promoted by organisations in the
Town. These surveys were carried out on behalf of TTC by Lipton Group. TDRA committee
members attended many of the consultation sessions and took part in sometimes lively discussions. We did not always agree with the questions asked at the consultations - some appeared
to be blatantly biased. The final report has some shortcomings appearing to be ‘ageist’ and illogical in its conclusions regarding the cinema but nevertheless provides a good starting point for
the next phase.
Having received the report by Lipton Group the Town Council have decided to move the regeneration project forward by creating a number of ‘Focus Groups’ to take the projects forward
towards implementation. The proposal to form Focus Groups was adopted by the Finance and
General Purposes Committee of TTC at their meeting on 27th February. Each Focus Group will
include a Town Councillor together with members of the community.
These Focus Groups will cover:
• Recreation Ground re-ordering and the Youth Hub
• Town Hall repairs, refurbishment and possible expansion along with the possible
‘Community Hub’
• Proposals for a Cinema in Tenterden
Focus groups will identify the scope and feasibility of each project and take part in planning its
implementation. TDRA committee members have volunteered to participate in some of the Focus Groups. Any member who is interested should contact the Town Hall. I am sure the Focus
Groups will welcome the views of the public throughout the forthcoming months.
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Separate outside organisations will cover other potential projects including outdoor sports
pitches, arts/culture venue, Leisure Centre improvements and village halls/virtual hub.
The Town Council will also appoint a design team to act as a focal point for all project design
and liaise with the individual Focus Groups.
So what will be the outcome? The Lipton Report was fairly scathing regarding the future of the
Bowls Club, occupying as it does a central position between the Recreation Ground and the
football pitch. However if the football pitch is to move to another site which has space for additional pitches there is scope for an imaginative development of this area to benefit all ages.
A multi-use games area (MUGA) located adjacent to the Leisure Centre could provide for a
range of sports to be held, benefitting from the facilities already available at the Leisure Centre
– a win-win outcome.
Would this include relocation of the tennis courts with the added benefit of floodlighting?
Surely the biggest problem regarding low usage of the tennis courts is lack of floodlighting. How
many hours per day can the courts be in use in winter without lighting? You only have to look
at the courts in Bethersden to see their better usage since floodlights were installed.
What can be done whilst preserving the Bowls Club site? Could it be justified to move the
bowling greens closer to the Leisure Centre to free up space at the present location for other
uses whilst also opening up the vista from the High Street?
Youth facilities should be an important part of the Regeneration Project and conversion of the
pavilion to a Youth Hub, together with a nearby skatepark, would greatly improve youth facilities. At present the facilities at the Recreation Ground are perhaps too heavily focussed on the
very young with very safe activities – but what are also needed are facilities for more active use
by an older age group. Play centres in France and Australia include climbing nets, etc. which
are designed to challenge 1 0-1 2 year olds and above who want (and need) to undertake activities with a higher risk element. Managing risk is after all part of learning!
This is a time of change in Tenterden –
we need to look forward and shake off
some of the ‘Old People’s Town’ image.
Alan Bates
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A Cinema for Tenterden  Still on the Agenda

F

ollowing the Tenterden Regeneration Report by the Lipton Group consultants it would
not have surprised local people to believe that a cinema for Tenterden had been ruled
out of the question. Their report stated that:
‘Tenterden does not make obvious commercial sense for an operator.’
‘A cinema has twice the level of support amongst the over 60s than it does in the under 60s.’
‘The business case for a cinema at Tenterden is not obvious.’
However, Tenterden Town Council (TTC) appears to have not yet ruled out the possibility of a
cinema. As you may already be aware TTC began its ‘Tenterden Regeneration – The Next
Steps’ campaign in March this year, stating that it is “keen to maintain momentum” and move
the Regeneration Project forward. As part of this process, residents are requested to come
forward and become a member of a Focus Group to consider the Cinema proposal, along with
other recommended focus groups. We feel they are to be commended for listening to the
views of local residents.
We believe the case for a cinema in the town remains as strong as ever, not only because of the
desire by residents of all ages to have one, but also because Tenterden needs as many new
business ventures coming into it as possible. Only relatively recently the Pine and Oak shop has
moved out of its large premises to another shop at the end of town, Your Move Estate Agents
in the premises in front of this building has closed, Lloyds Bank is closing and HSBC Bank has
also closed. Whilst these premises may not be obvious choices for retail units to take over, they
could lend themselves to wider business ventures, such as a cinema.
It is also a significant factor that Tenterden will be expanding once the Tent 1 properties are
occupied, making a cinema even more of a potentially commercially viable project.
I have put my name forward to be part of the Cinema Focus Group in order to continue to
represent the members of TDRA who are keen to see this come to fruition in Tenterden and
would encourage anyone interested to get involved too. The deadline for this is the end of
April. I will be pleased to receive any thoughts and opinions you may have on cinema ideas,
options, contacts, etc. via the TDRA website or at the AGM.
Carol Parkin
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St Mildred’s  the Latest

TDRA

S

t Mildred's Church Council (PCC) has continued to progress ideas for the reordering of
the church. In the early part of last year a presentation of those ideas was given at a
public meeting. The architect, Jeremy Bell, explained how the changes proposed could
significantly increase the flexibility of the church building to provide for the changing needs of
the congregation and to ensure that the church remains at the heart of the local community.
Details of the proposals were displayed on the church website (www.tenterdencofe.co.uk) and
remain available there now.
500 copies of a booklet describing the proposals were also produced and distributed widely.
They helped inform the public consultation which then took place for 6 weeks in May and
June 201 6. The consultation results broadly supported the proposals although concerns about a
number of issues such as quiet space, location of the organ, types of seating and retention of
the Rood Screen emerged. A summary of responses is available on the web site.
Following consideration by the PCC, discussions were commenced with the Diocesan Advisory
Committee (DAC). Again these led to broad support for the changes proposed but with
concern over detailed designs, the location of toilets in the church, the location of the organ
and the justification required if the Rood Screen is proposed to be removed. Further detailed
discussions will be required if the proposals are to advance.
Progress has been delayed as the re-ordering steering committee - the Big Picture Group (BPG)
- wanted to engage with the public consultation carried out by the Town Council on how the
TENT1 funds could best be used to meet community needs. The consultation is now closed
and there is significant support for the church to function as an arts and music venue in the
town whilst maintaining its primary purpose as a place of worship.
With all this support the PCC now feels able to move forward to try and resolve the outstanding
concerns and the detailed designs to take us closer to implementation. Inevitably this requires
funding to be in place and this is an issue which the PCC will have to address as soon as
possible.
The Reverend Canon Lindsay Hammond
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Gruesome Tenterden

O

ne of the town's prolific authors, Dr. Adrian Greaves,
who runs Tenterden Museum with his wife Debbie,
has published a new book “Forgotten Snippets and
Gruesome History of Tenterden and District” on some
curiosities of our history. He has given us the following
observations on his work.
“Having written numerous books about wars and battles in faroff places, my Tenterden friends suggested I take a fresh look at
the history of Tenterden to see if there was an unknown side of
the town and district’s history. I decided to take up the
challenge.
Once I started the project I quickly became enthralled by what
I found and soon amassed a collection of historical snippets, some from ancient and bygone
times and many of them were unreported or forgotten, sad or gruesome. I felt particularly sorry
for Adam Elys, who, for blasphemy, had his head chopped off and stuck on a pike in Tenterden
while public executions in the town were social events.
I tried to keep the written content accurate but when using ancient sources I found conflicting
accounts and town and village names changed over time. Blurred dates were frequent and
confusing, for example, a number of Tenterden people are recorded as having been burned at
the stake in 1 556. However, at this time the civil or legal year in England began on 25 March,
so the date known as 1 556 was then really 1 557.
The book’s drawings and illustrations are my artistic impression and their purpose is purely to
help explain or illuminate my text. The maps are illustrative to show how and why the land and
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coastline around Tenterden has changed so dramatically over time.
I hope the book’s readers can share my findings with equal enthusiasm and be as surprised as I
was at some of the interesting and gruesome events within its pages. I now walk around the
town and district and view some places, such as Bells Lane in Tenterden, the churches at
Appledore and Stone-in-Oxney or Wittersham village, in a completely different light.
There are around 1 ,000 pieces of information regarding the Tenterden area, such as the Vicar’s
daughter who murdered a local schoolmaster, several young men who died in the resulting
flood when the dam at Stone burst, shipwrecked Vikings who were hung as pirates and the
persecution of local Jews who were forced to abandon their homes. Life was hard for many
people and the way petty criminals were dealt with was cruel by today’s standards. The two
World Wars had a huge effect on most areas in the UK and Tenterden was no exception. The
book includes a section on the impact these wars had on people’s lives.
The book comes with its own mystery as each copy sold includes a question, the answer to
which lies within the book. The prize for the first three correct answers drawn on 31 st
December 201 7 is three bottles of champagne plus Life
Membership to Tenterden Museum.
All my sources are listed at the end of the book to enable anyone
to read further or deeper into the subject. The book, all of whose
proceeds are going to Tenterden Museum to assist their proposed
refurbishment project, is available from the Museum or the French
Gourmet Delicatessen in the High Street, priced £1 0.
Dr. Adrian Greaves
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Planning Report

W

e have been actively monitoring planning applications over this period, and have
formally issued our comments to Ashford Borough Council for a number of key applications including the following:

17/00103/AS – Tesco Stores Ltd, Smallhythe Road, Tenterden, Kent, TN30 7LN
Installation of dry cleaning, key cutting, shoe and watch repairs pod to Tesco premises

‘ … I am writing on behalf of the Tenterden
and District Residents’ Association (TDRA)
to object to the proposed design of the
‘Timpson Pod’. The form, signage and materials are not sympathetic to the local architectural vernacular of Tenterden and would
harm the historical setting of the town. In
addition we are concerned about the potential harm this business will do to pre-existing
independent businesses in the High Street
that already offer this type of service.’
This application has been permitted.
16/01529/AS – Land to the Rear of 37, High Street, Tenterden
Erection of Covered Market Stalls over Existing Open Paved Area

‘ … I am writing on behalf of the Tenterden & District Residents’ Association (TDRA) regarding
the above planning application to voice our concern over some of the proposed materials for
the market stalls. We do not think the galvanised steel finish to the structure is an appropriate
finish in this sensitive location. The finish should reflect more typical materials used in the surrounding context, such as the town’s black painted decorative railings and sign posts in the high
street. We believe a higher quality and more sensitive palette of materials would enhance this
important area more successfully.’
This application has been received but currently not yet validated.
16/01090/AS Land West of Shrubcote and Southwest of Appledore Road
Erection of four detached dwellings, with associated landscaping, provision of new ac
cesses onto Shrubcote Road and Appledore Road with private parking, and provision of a
sustainable drainage system, and other ancillary works.

‘ … I am writing as Planning Secretary on behalf of the Tenterden and District Residents’ Association (TDRA) to object to the amended proposal for the erection of four detached dwellings
and landscaping located at Land west of Shrubcote and south west of Appledore Road, Tenterden, Kent. The amended proposal does not change our previous concerns as follows:
• This development will have an adverse impact on the setting of Hales Place, the
12
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grounds of which form an important ‘green lung’ within the town and its conservation area.
• This development would still have a significant detrimental impact on the woodland
which has been developed over recent years within the grounds of Hales Place
which is an attractive feature and wildlife habitat.
• This site was rejected in the Tenterden and Rural Sites Development Plan Document. In our opinion it does not meet the criteria for an ‘infill site’.
• Approval of development of this site would potentially open the way for further development of the fields to the south which abut the Tilden Gill site (recently granted
outline planning permission on appeal) which would urbanise the entire area
around Hales Place.
This application is pending decision

16/00751/AS Breton Court, Grange Road, Tenterden, Kent, TN30 6EE
Demolition of the west wing involving the loss of 3 bedrooms and the erection of a de
tached building and associated works to accommodate 24 bedrooms for use in conjunction
with the existing care home. **Reconsultation following receipt of new site plan showing
an amended red line boundary and completed Certificate B confirming the serving of no
tice**
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‘ … TDRA object to this application for a number of reasons:
1 . The development is an over-intensive development of the site to the detriment of neighbouring properties which include listed buildings.
2. The provision of parking is inadequate for the proposed future size of the development
when the needs of staff, visitors, service vehicles and emergency parking is taken into account.
This will result in additional parking in Grange Road leading to frequent obstruction of this relatively narrow road.
3. The proposed surface water drainage for the development appears to be inadequate and to
be reliant on non-existing land drains. It appears likely to cause flooding to adjacent properties.
4. The building works as proposed will have a serious detrimental impact on tree T7 which is
subject of a Tree Preservation Order.
5. There is no established need for this additional capacity for care following developments of
care homes at High Halden and Woodchurch.’
This application is pending decision
Increasing East Cross Surgery Services

As reported in the Kentish Express, Tenterden edition, 23 February 201 7, Ivy Court Surgery is to
expand following a long battle with NHS England, including significant representation by Roy
Isworth, former chairman of TDRA who actively attended many meetings with the relevant
bodies to support the surgery’s case for expansion. The project appears to be focussed on
adding an extra floor, although the design has not yet been fully finalised. It is intended that the
surgery will remain fully open during the works, with construction expected to take up to two
years. TDRA will be observing the progress and will continue to update members via the website and in forthcoming newsletters.
Siggi Nepp
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Tenterden's Anglican Churches

TDRA

L

ittle did I realise when I enquired about Tenterden’s Anglican churches that I would unleash a torrent of information and heated debate amongst the local historians of those
fine edifices!
An entire book would barely scratch the surface, so here is an incredibly brief look at the two
churches, with links to further information for those of you who would like to find out more,
and a note from Lindsay to bring us up-to-date with the recent changes to the active Ministry.
My thanks to Lindsay Hammond, Colin Young and Nick Hudd for their help with this article: I
can see that there is much more to explore!
St Michael’s Church

The village of Boresile (one of many spellings), on the outskirts of Tenterden and in the Parish of
St Mildred’s was without a church until the summer of 1 863, a situation the 600 or so residents
were keen to rectify.
In 1 859 worship took place in the wheelwright’s shop, conducted by a curate
from Tenterden, the Reverend Seaman
Curtis Tress Beale. This gentlemen, by
whose father’s efforts the schools were
built, was a prominent benefactor in the
building of the current church, meeting
much of the £9,000 cost for the land and
the building himself, with support from
the local community. St Michael’s is the
only known church in Kent designed by
architect Gordon M. Hills who is better
known for his restorations. Built by John
Bourne of Woodchurch, the mason was
Albert Smith from Rye.
On a fine October day in 1 862, some
500 people attended a ceremony of
Blessing for the laying of the foundation
stone, with the Vicar of Rolvenden, Rector of Woodchurch, Curate of Tenterden,
Revs. Beale and Merewether presiding,
accompanied by the choir boys from the
Parish Church.
The Church was consecrated in 1 863, but
construction of the prominent steeple, so
15

visible from all over the surrounding town and countryside, took a further 1 2 years, for need of
funds which were eventually raised through voluntary contributions. Even then there were no
bells, or clock - these being added over the years.
Boresisle became St Michael’s in 1 864 when this Parish was created within the boundaries of
the existing Parish of St Mildred’s by an Order of Council from the Archibishop of Canterbury,
approved by Queen Victoria on July 1 2th.
Many local people (as well as the Diocese) contributed towards the opening of the church donating the stained glass windows, the pulpit, an Alms dish, the Communion Plate and Linen,
the Font, cover and a ewer for water. A lectern, bible and prayer book, Alms box, kneeling
cushions, paving, reredos and many other items being contributed or funded by local subscription, giving the church a wonderful start. Amongst the many donations by the Beale family
were a small organ, built by Bevington & Sons.
If you visit St Michael’s Church, you will find the names Beale and Gordon much in evidence,
as major benefactors and supporters. Rev. Beale was laid to rest near the East window, and
there is a memorial cross outside.
There is much more to this fine building, and you can read the full history of the Church and St
Michael’s in Colin Young’s book “St Michaels Memories” available at the Tenterden Museum or
St Michael’s Post Office.
St Mildred’s Church

The history of St Mildred’s and the history of the town are probably pretty closely associated.
Tenterden was the “den” (the swine-pasture in the Weald) belonging to the abbey of Minster-inThanet – one has to presume from very early times – probably seventh century or so. Hence
the name – the den of the Thanet folk – “Tanet wara den” – Tenterden. The dedication of our
church to St Mildred, the second abbess of that abbey, suggests a dedication prior to the destruction of Minster abbey by the Vikings in 840 AD. Mildred died about 735 AD, and was the
granddaughter of a Kentish king, the daughter of a Mercian king and Kentish princess, and the
cousin, aunt etc of other royal figures. As the entire abbey estate remained derelict and in royal
hands until Canute’s reign, when he granted it to St Augustine’s Abbey in Canterbury, nobody
would have dedicated a church to St Mildred in that period, and St Augustine’s, after 1 025 or
thereabouts, would have dedicated it to St Augustine. We know from written records that there
was a church here before the Conquest.
The oldest fabric now visible in St Mildred’s is about 1 200, and that is the date of the first incumbent whose name we know. We also know that, in the thirteenth century there was a major legal dispute between St Augustine’s Abbey and the lord of a Folkestone estate who claimed
the right to nominate the Tenterden incumbent. This led eventually to a major riot (the Tenterdenites supported St Augustine’s) in the churchyard, in which “Henry de Smaleide” was killed.
Eventually the pope settled the disputed matter in favour of St Augustine’s.
16
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Most of the nave and aisles of St Mildred’s is thirteenth-fourteenth century and the tower was
built in the late fifteenth century, at the time Tenterden joined Rye in the Cinque Ports Confederation. The town was becoming prosperous (Rye was not) with shipbuilding and the cloth industry. The church tower was probably an expression of civic pride more than any religious
fervour! By the fifteenth century, Tenterden was a major centre of religious dissension and
there is plenty of evidence of unorthodox religious attitudes well before the reforms of the 1 6th
century: Nine Tenterden “heretics” were burnt at the stake in the 1 6th century.
The other popular piece of St Mildred’s history is of course that Vicar Philip Ward (1 830-1 859)
was married to Horatia, daughter of Lord Nelson by Lady Hamilton. The family seems to have
been a popular one and much-loved. Philip died in post and he with some of the family is buried in the vault opposite the Woolpack. Horatia retired to Pinner where she is buried.
I am indebted to Nick Hudd for the above information, more can be found in Hugh Robert’s
“Tenterden: The First Thousand Years” published in 1 995 - a copy can be found in the public
library. A further (somewhat disputed account) can be found in Edward Hasted’s History of
Kent (1 798).
Tenterden Team Ministry

On the same day that the people of this country voted to leave the European Union, local
churches formed a union of their own. On Thursday 23rd June 201 6, the Tenterden, Rother
and Oxney Team Ministry was officially created. The creation of the Team brought into a single
benefice nine churches: Appledore, Ebony, Newenden, Rolvenden, Smallhythe, St Michael's,
Stone, Tenterden and Wittersham.
The driving force behind the formation of the Tenterden Team Ministry was the reduction in
the number of stipendiary clergy and the financial viability of the smaller churches. But the
uniting of the nine churches presents us with lots of great opportunities, and will allow us to
achieve things together which we wouldn't possibly be able to do on our own. Over time we
shall discover new ways in which we can work together and offer mutual support. The future is
heartening and exciting, not least because we have recruited a Mission Development Officer,
Christine Descher, whose role will be to help us deliver mission projects and remind us that we
are first and foremost about the business of doing God's work in this world of his.
Mike Winiberg
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Opportunities for Volunteering

I

n a small town like Tenterden there are plenty of opportunities for volunteering, and volunteers are what make Tenterden the town it is. I seem to be a bit of a born (or, perhaps,
bred) volunteer: as well as being a Town Councillor, I am a School Governor, a Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator and a Liaison Volunteer under the Community Emergency Plan. I
even give blood! I think it goes back many years, from when I was in the Round Table and
Rotary – two service organisations. Round Table no longer exists in this area, but there is a
Rotary Club, also a Lions Club.
Other local opportunities for volunteering include the three Women’s Institutes in the parish,
Tenterden & District Museum, the various churches, volunteer driving (through Ashford Volunteer Centre), the Citizens Advice Bureau, the Day Centre and the twice-a-year litter-pick days.
Many volunteer and similar organisations will have stalls at the May Fayre on 1 May, and details
of all the organisations are available from the Town Hall.
There are a few opportunities that I want to highlight here, in the hope that residents will take
up whatever suits and interests them; all provide a means of getting involved in community life
and expanding your social life and circle of friends.
Unpaid roles include being a Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) Coordinator (setting up a local
NHW scheme if one does not already exist in your street), perhaps combining this with the role
of a Liaison Volunteer or other trained volunteer under the Community Emergency Plan . Then
there is Community Speed Watch : it is easy to set up a local scheme for your area and join
others in monitoring and discouraging speeding traffic.
School Governors: The recently formed Tenterden Schools Trust and its member schools –
Homewood, St Michaels Primary, Tenterden Juniors and Tenterden Infants – are always on the
look-out for local people with the right skills (these days, an aptitude for understanding statistics
is an important skill, for instance) to act as Local Governors (for the individual schools) or Board
Directors (for the Trust overall).
Similarly, there is scope for becoming a Community First Responder, giving urgent medical
treatment in advance of the ambulance arriving – definitely an important aspect of community
involvement – a minimum of 5 hours commitment per week is all that is required.
Most importantly - though not strictly volunteering, as it is paid - there are vacancies for on-call
(part time) firefighters , based at the fire station in St Michaels. Currently, of a full complement
of 1 7 or so firefighters, only 1 0 places are filled. Kent Fire & Rescue Service would like to recruit more firefighters, who are paid for their time on call – typically 40 or so hours a week.
You would need to be between 1 6 (for a trainee) or 1 8 years old and 40 years old to join and
to live/work within about 4 minutes’ travel from the fire station. It is essential for these positions
to be filled if we are to keep the fire station in operation.
For more information on any of these opportunities, please contact me, or the Town Hall, or
the relevant organisations themselves:
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Neighbourhood Watch:
http://www.ourwatch.org.uk/
Tenterden Community Emergency Plan:
http://www.tenterdentowncouncil.gov.uk/en/page/tenterden-community-emergency-plan
Community Speed Watch:
https://www.kent.police.uk/advice/community-support/speedwatch/
Tenterden Schools Trust:
http://www.tenterden-schools-trust.com/
Community First Responders:
http://www.secamb.nhs.uk/our_services/community_first_responders.aspx
Kent Fire & Rescue Service:
http://www.kent.fire-uk.org/jobs/work-for-us/on-call-firefighter/
Justin Nelson
justin@nelsonslegal.co.uk
01580 767117 (work)
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TENTERDEN & DISTRICT RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
APPLICATION FORM
(Please complete in block capitals)
I wish to join the Tenterden & District Residents’ Association and I enclose my annual
donation of £
(the suggested voluntary annual donation is £5.00 per household).
Please give the name and address of the main householder:
Title
Forenames(s)
Surname
Home Address:
Tel:
Email:
Gift Aid Declaration: I want the Tenterden & District Residents’ Association to treat:
(please tick as appropriate)
The enclosed donation of £………. As a Gift Aid donation.
The donations of £………. which I made as a Gift Aid donation(s).
All donations which I make from the date of the declaration until I notify you
otherwise as Gift Aid donations.
All donations I have made since 1 3th November 2007, and all donations I make
from the date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise, as Gift Aid donations.
Signature:
Date:
You must pay an annual amount of Income and/or Capital Gains Tax at least equal to the
amount that TDRA reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year.
Please complete the form and send to:
TDRA Secretary, c/o Webbs Ironmongers, 51 High Street, Tenterden, TN30
6BH.
or complete online at www.tdra.org.uk
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Tenterden and District
Residents’ Association
is always looking for enthusiastic volunteers
so if anyone is interested in getting involved,
they would be most welcome.
Just speak to any Committee Member or contact us through the website:
www.tdra.org.uk. Please ensure that you’ve given us your email address
so we can keep you up to date with what’s happening although if you
don’t have one we’ll make sure you don’t miss out.

The objectives of the Charity are:
•

to promote high standards of planning, architecture and conservation

•

to secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement of
features of historic or public interest in the area

•

to educate the public in geography, history, natural history and architecture of
Tenterden and the surrounding area

These are for the benefit of the inhabitants of Tenterden and the surrounding area
and for the public at large in the interests of social welfare and with the object of
improving the condition of life of the said inhabitants.

‘The Resident’ is published for circulation free of charge, to members of the
Tenterden & District Residents’ Association.

www.tdra.org.uk

Editorial Team: Ken Grant & Mike Winiberg

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Committee of the Association.

