
 

 

 
	
TENTERDEN	&	DISTRICT	RESIDENTS	ASSOCIATION	
	 	 34th	Annual	General	Meeting		
	 	 held	on	19th	May	2021,	via	Zoom	

	
	
	

	
1. Apologies for Absence 

  
 26 attended, with apologies from M Lyons. 
 

2. Minutes of the Last Meeting 
 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.  This was proposed by C Head and 
seconded by J Stevens and passed unanimously.   
 

3. Matters Arising 
 
We were asked at the last AGM if we could publish all the AGM papers in advance of the 
meeting and this was done this year. 
 
It was questioned whether or not we should continue to allow former residents of Tenterden 
who are still members to have a vote.  The committee decided that this has never been an 
issue and there is no need to exclude them.   
 

4. Chairman’s Report 
 
2020 was a year of which few of us will have fond memories. It was a year of great upheaval 
to normal routines and for many people much sadness at the loss of friends and loved ones. 
The Covid-19 pandemic curtailed many of the usual TDRA activities during 2020 including 
publication and distribution of Newsletters and “The Resident” and we were unable to hold 
the AGM or to host the regular coffee morning in October.  It is to be hoped that we might 
be able to have an outdoor tea party maybe in the summer.   
 
The 2021 Annual General Meeting in May is being conducted online using “Zoom” rather 
than a live meeting. Let us hope that as we progress to 2022, with an ever increasing 
proportion of the population having the benefit of vaccination, we are gradually able to 
resume our normal lives. 
 
However, the committee has not been completely idle during these past two years! We have 
continued to participate in the Neighbourhood Planning initiative, comment on planning 
applications and follow up on requests from members for our support. Members of the 
committee have also continued to be active in the promotion of a cinema for Tenterden and 
in the recreation ground focus group. 
 
As TDRA further embraces the electronic age, the Newsletter will in future be despatched 
electronically by email to all members for whom we hold an email address. For those 



 

 

members without access to email a paper copy will be sent by 2nd class post. If you have yet 
to let us know your email address let me assure you it is not too late – you can do it as soon 
as you finish reading this, if not sooner! 
 
Despite the periods of lockdown, various town projects have been slowly moving forward 
and are expected to progress to the implementation stage in the near future: 
 
• A planning application has recently been submitted to ABC for the redevelopment of the 

Recreation Ground to include a youth hub building, skateboard/bmx park, new tennis and 
netball courts and multi-use games area (MUGA). 

 
• The planning application for improvements to the Town Hall has been temporarily 

withdrawn pending sorting out some issues regarding its listed status but is expected to 
move towards implementation later in the year. 

 
• A new site for the cinema is being sought after the feasibility study for the development at 
the Pebbles showed that the plans for the site were too costly at some £3.5 million.  Another 
site is being considered and it is to be hope there will be less reluctance from town 
councillors in future.   
 
The town has been waiting a long time for some of these projects so while I welcome the 
progress I feel that there is more that could, and should, be done by TTC to support a cinema 
development in the town which was overwhelmingly supported by residents in the various 
surveys conducted by or for TTC. 
 
This AGM represents the finale of my 5-year stint as TDRA Chairman. I had hoped for a 
smooth handover to an incoming new Chairman, but as I write no nominations have been 
received. I hope that one (or more) of you will step up to offer yourself to join the committee 
or suggest to one of your friends that they should consider making the leap. Your town needs 
you! 
 
Finally, I would like to thank committee members for all of their hard work over the years 
and I hope that the next year is a happier one for everyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Treasurers Report 
 

The Charity’s finances remained sound in 2020-2021 despite the circumstances of this 
extraordinary year. 
It was clear to the Committee in March 2020 that the usual door to door collection of 
donations and distribution of The Resident magazine could not go ahead: we therefore 
cancelled The Resident for that year, and subsequently for 2021. 
In April 2020, as the disruption caused by the pandemic was becoming evident in the town, 
the Committee decided to donate £1,000 of our resources to “Helping in Tenterden”, an 



 

 

initiative put together by the church, the Town Council, and the Tenterden Social Hub, to 
ensure adequate supplies of food, medicine, and other essentials were promptly supplied to 
families in need in the town. 
In terms of our finances, we relied on those members donating by Standing Order to provide 
our income for the year. Including the tax reclaimed on donations, that gave us a total 
income of £1,200 in round numbers, compared with £3,000 the prior year. 
Excluding the £1,000 donation mentioned above, total expenses for the year were around 
£900, being some £700 in administration costs and £200 for production and distribution (by 
a combination of e-mail and post) of the Spring 2021 newsletter. Members will note from the 
accounts that we did not renew our insurance cover, as during the pandemic all activities that 
had been insured no longer took place. 
We also managed to arrange the planting of two more new trees in Appledore Road by Kent 
County Council, thus utilizing some £550 of the dedicated Tree Fund we have in place. 
As we go into 2021-2022, the key unknown is the level of donations forthcoming in the 
absence of the door to door collections, which we no longer believe is sustainable. We hope 
that most of you will use one of the alternative methods to donate, by Standing Order, by 
payment to Webbs Hardware shop, or direct payment to the TDRA account. We will as a 
Committee ensure we manage our expenses responsibly dependent on the level of donations 
received. 
Although it seems a long time ago, we should for the record summarise and report on the 
prior year 2019-2020. 
In that year, total donations were £2,400, which with tax reclaimed gave us total income of 
£3,000. 
Against this, we incurred total expenses of £2,700, which is broken down as 
£600 Resident Magazine/Newsletters 
£600 AGM/Coffee Morning/Meeting Expenses 
£200 Donation to Spirit of Tenterden 
£200 Insurance premium 
£1,100 Administration expenses (reflecting more activity than 2020- 
2021) 
leaving a modest surplus of some £300. 
The detailed accounts for 2020-2021 and 2019-2020 are attached. 
 
D Eddison asked how he was to make a donation.  H Burnside replied that bank details had 
been given in the last newsletter and he would re send it.   
 
Proposed N Marshall, seconded by N Head and passed unanimously.   
 
 

6. Planning Committee Report  
 

Despite the impact of COVID we have continued to monitor key planning applications 
throughout the year - including comments on the following applications: 
 
* 21/00539/AS - Erection of new commercial cattery & office with the associated change of 

use of the application at Belcot Manor Farm, Smallhythe Road, Tenterden, Kent TN30 
7LT - totally in appropriate location with substantial harm to the amenity of the adjacent 
PRoWs and the AONB designated landscape. 

 



 

 

* 21/00237/AS - Erection of Security Fencing to Maintenance facility at Public Convenience 
at St Michaels Recreation Ground, Ashford Road, St Michaels, Tenterden, Kent - the 
request that the unsightly fencing is screened by native hedging to soften the visual impact. 

 
* 21/00170/AS - Vicarage, Ashford Road, St Michaels, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6PY - A 

number of issues, however this application has now been withdrawn. 
 
* 21/00004/AS - Extension and Refurbishment of Tenterden Town Hall, 24 High Street, 

Tenterden Kent TN30 6AN - minor comments on the proposed fenestration to the rear 
extension. 

 
We are also in close liaison with the development of the Tenterden Neighbourhood Plan and 
are pleased to report that a huge amount of progress has been made with the help and 
dedication of a committed SC and local volunteers. The intention is to reach REG 14 - The 
public consultation Stage by the end of Spring. This will be a chance for the local residents 
to view and comment on the proposed documents. More information will be released shortly 
via the TNP website and more traditional leafleting and poster methods.  We are aware a 
new planning application is to be submitted for Limes Land and Westwell. We will consider 
these and respond.   
 
For more details and how to get in touch, please visit our website at TDRA.org.uk. We will 
continue to monitor and where necessary, comment on applications that 
would affect the community, on behalf of the local community.  
 
R Iseworth asked what part of the neighbourhood plan that developers do not understand, 
there being some ludicrous applications in the past.  The secretary responded that there were 
loop holes and wind falls and Ashford Borough Council not fulfilling its housing supply left 
opportunities for applications.  A Bates also added that this was not helped due to a lack of 
progress on TENT1 phase B as no application had been made.  This could be taken as 
evidence that the housing plan targets are not achieved.  J Crawford said that the application 
to develop Glebe Field in St Michaels has been withdrawn but we should expect it to be re 
submitted with a new design.  D Fagg asked to what extent the new governments planning 
policy would affect the new local plan. The secretary replied that this is uncertain yet but 
they were trying to make the TNP future proof aligning it with the latest government policy.  
The outcome will not be clear for several years but there will be more central control and 
may be loss of Parish Councils.  We have already commented on the white paper. 
     

7. Membership Secretary’s Report 
 

The number of donating households to TDRA as at 31st March 2020 was 480, with 
individual members totalling 721 from our membership records. 
 
This was down from 505 households and 745 members as at 31st March 2019, via a 
combination of memberships lapsing (by moving out of the area or opting not to donate that 
year) and a small number of new members joining during the year. 
 
It is not practical to calculate an equivalent number for 31st March 2021; we were unable to 
collect donations door to door, and during the pandemic we were content to rely on the 
donations paid by Standing Order for our income. We are therefore treating the membership 



 

 

totals as unchanged as at 31st March 2021 with the bulk of the previous year’s members 
being given a waiver of the requirement to donate in 2020-2021. 
 
We have now put in place clear payment options to donate in 2021-2022 and will be able to 
update as normal in March 2022. 
 

8. Election of Committee and Officers 
  

The Chairman stood down while the secretary took the chair.  The committee resigned on 
bloc in accordance with the rules and then offered themselves for re election.  As follows: 
 
Mr A Bates 
Mr I Marsden  
Mr N Webb 
Mr W Chantler  
Mr M Lyons  
Mr K Grant  
Mrs S Nepp 
Mr H Burnside  
Mr M Winiberg 
 
Proposer C Parkin, seconder N. Marshall and passed unanimously.   
 
The following then offered themselves for election as officers: 
 
Chairman 
Secretary   - Mr N Webb 
Membership Secretary  - Mr M Lyons 
Treasurer   - Mr H Burnside 
Planning Secretary  - Mrs S Nepp 
 
Proposed by C Parkin, seconded by D Stevens and passed unanimously.   
 
N Head then proposed that David Walsh be appointed independent examiner for the accounts 
for the next year.  Seconded by C Parkin and passed unanimously.   
 
There being no further formal business, the Chairman thanked all those that attended and 
introduced the guest speaker Dr Neil Pilai who gave a talk about the new Ivy Court Surgery. 
 
 
Tuesday 25th May 2021 


