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Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of the Association will be held on:
Wednesday 9th May at 7:30 pm

At St. Mildred’s Church Hall, Church Road, Tenterden

Guest Speaker: Roy Isworth
Roy is well-known around the Tenterden area, being a member of Tenterden Town
Council as well as a past Chairman of the Association.
Roy has a medical background, having graduated in Medicine from Westminster Medical
School in 1 975. He then trained as a General Surgeon and was appointed as a Consultant
Surgeon at Benenden Hospital where he worked for 20 years. He later took the position
of Consultant Urologist at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Woolwich where he introduced
Greenlight Laser Surgery. He was Honorary Senior Lecturer at Kings College, London and
pioneered the use of Laporoscopy in Urology, teaching the technique both in the UK and
throughout Europe.
Roy retired from full-time NHS practice a few years ago and now works part-time at One
Ashford Hospital seeing NHS and private patients. He has been Chairman of Trustees at
the Day Centre, now Tenterden Social Hub, since June 201 6.
Roy continues to take a keen interest in local events and he lives in Tenterden with his
Physiotherapist wife Emma. They have two grown-up daughters and enjoy exercising their
two dogs.
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Chairman’s Report 2018

I

t was with great sadness that we learned in August
201 7 of the death of Peter Davies, former
Chairman of TDRA, long-time stalwart of the
Committee and compiler, with Aline, of Newsletters
and The Resident over many years. An appreciation of
Peter is provided later in the magazine.
TDRA has planted a further four trees on the approach
roads to Tenterden this year and have now planted a
total of 1 6 trees over the last few years (with generous
assistance from Ashford Borough Council). In
recognition of Peter’s contribution to the town and his love of trees we propose to plant a tree
in memory of him during the forthcoming regeneration works at the Recreation Ground.
During the year ‘Focus Groups’ established by the Town Council to consider the use of the
£3.5 million funds from the TENT1 land sale have met on a number of occasions. TDRA
members, including both Committee and ordinary members, have been actively participating
in the focus groups throughout the year.
The Cinema and Culture Hub Focus Group has commissioned the first stage of feasibility
studies by Craigmount Consulting of the potential market for the cinema. An initial assessment
provided in their report indicated that there is potential for up to 80,000 admissions per year
for a 2-3 screen cinema with café bar. A financial model prepared by a TDRA member has
indicated that a cinema, with audience figures as suggested by Craigmount, would be capable
of providing a positive financial return on the likely level of investment.
Developing an independent cinema in Tenterden will undoubtedly require a supportive
attitude by the Town Council together with their involvement in promoting the development
and potentially establishing an organisation to manage the project. It is hoped that those
Councillors who to date have expressed negative views can be convinced that the cinema will
not only be a huge benefit to the town by providing a much-needed entertainment venue but
would also provide revenue to the Council rather than requiring subsidy. This should be a winwin situation for all.
The Recreation Ground Focus Group has met twice (to end March 201 8) and the consultants,
Ground Control, have held preliminary discussions with ABC regarding any potential planning
hurdles. The regeneration of the recreation ground is envisaged to include amongst other
facilities:
• Floodlit tennis and netball courts located adjacent to the Leisure Centre
• Relocated bowling green close to the Leisure Centre
• Youth facilities including skatepark and multi-use games area on the current bowling
green and car park site
Football facilities will be moved to a new location. The cost of the reconfiguration and
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improvement works have yet to be estimated (as of 1 March 201 8) but will be substantial as the
plan would involve demolition of existing structures and facilities, relocation of the car park as
well as creating the additional facilities. However, the plans as envisaged would transform the
recreational facilities of the town for the benefit of all age groups.
Local Plan to 2030

During the past year ABC have been actively preparing the draft 'Local Plan to 2030’ which
covers the entire borough, including both Ashford town and the surrounding areas comprising
Tenterden and the villages. Subsequent to release of the original draft plan a number of ‘Main
Changes’ were proposed by ABC and have been subject to an additional round of consultation.
The main changes affecting Tenterden comprised an increase in the proposed numbers of
houses within TENT1 Phase B development from 1 75 units to 225 with a corresponding
reduction in the area of planned open space by some 2 ha (5 acres). We objected to this
proposal as we felt the loss of open space undermined the previously claimed environmental
credentials of the Phase B development.
Separately a development of 50 houses was proposed at Pope House Farm which lies adjacent
to the boundary of Tenterden and St Michael’s – opposite London Beach hotel and golf course
– but in fact is within High Halden parish boundary. This development is remote from High
Halden (there are many other potential sites closer to the centre of High Halden) and has been
justified by ABC having regard to its distance from shops and other facilities in St Michael’s –
yet future residents would not be liable to pay Tenterden rates. We objected!
As part of the consideration of the Local Plan ABC asked TTC which of two sites was preferred
for development: land north of Westwell Court or the Woodchurch/Appledore Road triangle.
TTC opted in favour of the Woodchurch/Appledore Road triangle (should the plan require an
additional site for Tenterden). In the event neither was included in the draft Main Changes.
TTC’s Planning Sub-Committee voted in favour of the Woodchurch/Appledore Road site in midAugust but this was reversed at a special meeting of the Town Council on 29th August after
passionate opposition from local residents.
As TDRA Chairman I spoke at the meeting on 29th August and expressed the view that the
Woodchurch/Appledore Road triangle site was indeed one of several which had been
considered ‘suitable for development’ by TDRA when some 20 sites were considered in 2008.
My key point at the meeting in August last year was that a master plan needed to be prepared
for the site followed by public consultation with ‘stakeholders’ fully informed of the potential of
the site and of the drawbacks, of the added value to the community in the form of football
pitches and other provisions that could be available under a Section 1 06 agreement. I argued
that the site should not be rail-roaded through but should be subject to a proper process of
planning and consultation before possible adoption.
TDRA have since received communications from a number of members who live close to this
area disagreeing with the view that the site was suitable for development.
When considering potential development sites the TDRA Committee have always aimed to act
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in the best interests of the Town as a whole. Selecting development sites close to the town
centre has been one of the key criteria as this promotes walking, reduces traffic and also
reduces parking requirements. The TENT1 site was adopted by ABC in 201 0 for precisely that
reason. But times move on and planning for future development requires considering sites
further afield as sites close to the town centre are already developed.
Inevitably some people will quite reasonably have objections as there will always be neighbours
and nearby residents who are affected by any development. However, we on the Committee
try to make judgements between sites in a consistent and rational manner in the interests of the
population of the town as a whole.
TENT1

Progress has been made on the construction of houses at the TENT1 site with the first show
houses being opened for public viewing by Dandara in December 201 7. Taylor Wimpey’s
show houses were subsequently opened for viewing in February 201 8. Many positive
comments have been received from TDRA members and others relating to the overall
appearance of the development which has a welcome mix of house designs and variety of
materials creating a streetscape which I am sure will be a credit to the town. This has been an
excellent example of the benefits that can arise from consultation with the community. There
have also been many comments about the high prices of the houses – are the ‘affordable’
houses which will be made available through a Housing Association (at 20% discount to market
prices, both shared equity and rental homes) really affordable? Are young families being priced
out of the housing market in Tenterden? Is the age profile of the population of Tenterden going
to become even older? Is this desirable?
New Tenterden housing developments in the pipeline include TENT1 Phase B (now 225 units,
proposed in draft Local Plan to 2030 but planning application not yet submitted) and Tilden
Gill (1 00 units, outline planning approved following appeal).
What is certain is that there is a shortage of housing within the country and that there will
continue to be pressure by developers and government to build more houses. Tenterden will
feel this pressure in common with all other towns in the south of England and elsewhere. As
with TENT1 , our aim is to secure developments which enhance the town and which benefit
the current residents as well as those moving in.
Membership Information

Please assist us in completing the information in the attached letter; it is important as we must
comply with the new legislation regarding your information. Additionally, the provision of more
e-mail addresses will assist us in instituting regular e-mail communication to members over
time, in addition to the printed newsletters. We have included a membership form with the
magazine - please pass this on to neighbours or friends who may be interested - we are always
keen to sign up new residents.
Alan Bates
Chairman TDRA
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TDRA

I

n last year’s edition of The Resident, I wrote a
lengthy article about the re-ordering of St
Mildred’s. One year on, you may be asking
why nothing seems to have happened!
Actually quite a bit has happened, though none of
this has been visible! First, we put everything on
hold whilst we waited for the publication of the
Lipton Report. We wanted to see what the
community thought of our ideas and were very
encouraged by what we discovered. Second, we
spent a lot of time considering possible new
locations for the church organ. Moving the organ
is an integral part of our plans for the church
because this will open up new possibilities for the
present ‘organ chapel’. Third, we then held
further meetings with our architect, who supplied
more detailed drawings and engaged a respected
firm of quantity surveyors to examine both our
plans and the church. We now have a much
clearer idea of the cost of the project. And finally
we have now applied to Tenterden Town Council for a substantial grant from the Tent 1
monies.
Because St Mildred’s is such a historic building we are working closely with the Diocesan
Advisory Committee (DAC). The DAC helps parishes to manage any kind of change to their
church buildings, and advises the diocesan authorities about whether they should allow such
works to proceed. This is a legal requirement because churches are subject to Faculty
Jurisdiction (the ecclesiastical equivalent of planning consent) and many of them, like St
Mildred’s, are listed. Once we get a better idea of the views of the DAC, we will be able to
give update presentations to the Town Council and to the residents of Tenterden. We are
cautiously hopeful that these will take place in May.
So we are making steady progress, though it might not seem like it. We have embarked upon a
hugely complicated project, about which we are still very excited. The prize, when (not if) we
achieve it, will be a greatly enhanced version of our wonderful church which will help to
enrich the life of our community!
The Reverend Canon Lindsay Hammond
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Cinema and Culture Hub Focus Group  Update
The pre-feasibility study ‘A Cinema for Tenterden’ by Ron Inglis, associate of Craigmount
Consulting, was produced at the end of January for the consideration of the Focus Group. The
main conclusion is that there does appear to be a viable cinema audience in the town and
surrounding catchment area. However, the report also recognised that there is much more
detailed analysis required to confirm the commercial viability of this project. A full copy of this
report is available on the Tenterden Town Council website by clicking on ‘Tenterden
Regeneration Project’, then clicking on ‘Focus Groups’ and then opening the ‘Cinema’ link.
A meeting of the Cinema Focus Group took place on 22nd February in order to discuss the
next step to be taken following the production of this report. Concerns were raised about the
1 5 minutes driving distance that the report had set in order to determine potential audience
figures. Hawkhurst Kino, as a rural venue, is known to have a 30 minutes catchment area and it
was therefore felt to be appropriate to have a more realistic 25 minutes catchment area for
Tenterden.
The implication of this revision is that locations such as Headcorn would be included in the
figures which would strengthen the commercial viability of a cinema. Even the development of
Chilmington Green, currently under construction, would come into this catchment area. There
was also a strong feeling at the meeting that people would be willing to travel for a good
experience and that this was something Tenterden was able to offer. It was therefore decided
that this information would be requested from Ron Inglis.
It was also considered important to gain information from the local businesses in Rye to
establish whether the presence of Rye Kino had been of financial benefit to them, especially at
quieter, unseasonal times of the year. This would then provide some indication of how our
local businesses could benefit by the presence of a cinema.
Another factor discussed
was that this potential
project now included the
culture hub element and
that this added a whole
new dimension to the
venture. A culture hub,
besides meaning that live
screenings of plays, opera,
ballet, concerts, etc. would
take place, would also
include the addition of
gallery space within the
venue’s cafe and foyer.
Local artists and local arts
societies would have space
to exhibit their works.
Homewood School could
also be approached as their
Arts Departments could
have an additional gallery opportunity for its students to exhibit their work. Any use of gallery
space could be an additional source of revenue for the cinema, as a percentage of the income
from the sale of art would be paid to the venue. It would also mean an increased footfall into
the cinema and increased potential revenue from cafe sales.
The estimated cost and commercial viability of a Tenterden cinema will only be known after
6

TDRA

the Phase 2 report has been completed, but analysis done so far by a member of the Focus
Group showed that a 2 screen cinema could attract an audience of between 55,000 and
70,000 per year and that this could generate a net income of approximately £295,000 to
£421 ,500 per year, after taking consideration of all relevant costs.
At that stage the Focus Group felt that it was appropriate to present the case to the next Town
Council External committee meeting on 3rd April to gain funding for Phase 2. That meeting was
well attended by Focus Group members, as well as Alan Bates and Ian Marsden from our
TDRA committee.
Tom Evans and Chris Head, who had played a key role in producing the briefing paper for the
meeting, spoke and Alan Bates reinforced the case for Stage 2 of the process. As Chairman,
councillor Mike Carter spoke in favour of the proposal and, despite some negative comments,
the proposal was passed unanimously.
The next hurdle will be on Monday, 23rd April when the decision has to be ratified by the full
Council. There is no guarantee that the decision will be passed at such a meeting, so it is vital
that any interested party should attend this meeting to provide support for Stage 2.
Further information as it becomes available will be added to our website www.tdra.org.uk for
all members to view.
Carol Parkin
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Planning Report
Redrow’s Public Consultation Questionnaire:
Land South of Tilden Gill Road, Tenterden

B

elow are our responses to Redrow’s recent controversial public consultation
questionnaire on development proposals for the site at Tilden Gill Road, Tenterden.
Redrow’s proposals are shown below – the images have been downloaded from their
website for your information.

1. We are proposing a low density development of up to 100 homes, including affordable homes, with
the design inspired by an arts and crafts style. Do you have any comments on the architecture or
layout?

We do not find any relevance to using the ‘arts and crafts’ style for Tenterden. You need to
undertake a meaningful and detailed study of the local vernacular architecture and interpret
the materials and detailing in a high quality and convincing manner. This would be a good
opportunity to produce an exemplar housing development providing innovative and creative
designs of the highest quality that reference the local vernacular architecture but also provide
homes that meet modern ways of living e.g. larger areas of glazing to allow more daylight in
and open plan living areas.
2. We will be enhancing the existing pond as part of a sustainable urban drainage system for the site.
Do you have any comments on these provisions?

It would be a good opportunity to offer an eco-friendly facility to the local residents of
8
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Tenterden. As well as offering a much-needed resource for local wildlife, with a purpose built
ramp, it could also be used by dog walkers for the occasional swim for their dogs. The pond
will need to be maintained to prevent over growth and silting. Some eco-friendly landscaping
and seating would also I am sure be appreciated by residents.

3. We will be including new green open spaces, including a number of wildlife corridors, as well as
enhancing and retaining woodland buffers along the western and southwestern site boundaries. Do
you have any comments on these elements of our proposals?

This is good to hear. Proposals should include measures to promote wildlife – such as bird
boxes, bat boxes and hedgehog homes. As well as natural roosting and nesting sites such as
hedges and bushes. Some green grass areas should be left to grow wild to develop into wild
flower meadows. Boundary treatments along these areas should be animal friendly to allow
safe crossing for roaming animals such as badgers and foxes. It would also be good to see some
re-planting of the historic apple orchards.
4. Highway access will be via a new road leading from Tilden Gill Road, and we will be improving
pedestrian links to and within the site, to encourage active modes of travel in the local area. Do you
have any comments on these proposals?

The new paths should be constructed of eco-friendly materials to minimise the disturbance of
the natural surroundings. The paths should also link to existing routes into town.
5. There will be 35 (35%) new affordable homes, in line with the Section 106 agreement with
9

Ashford Borough Council (i.e. homes that are set aside for the Council for affordable rent / shared
ownership for local families on its housing register) including 2bedroom apartments and 2 and 3
bedroom houses. Do you have any comments on these?

This provision will be hugely beneficial for those on lower incomes struggling to get on the
housing ladder. This should not mean that these units are constructed of lower quality materials
or cheaper designs. All of the proposed units need to be of the highest quality to respect the
heritage that Tenterden offers.
6. Do you have any further comments you would like to make about the development generally?

We were unhappy about the lack of publicity and transparency of this consultation. Many local
residents have not received your leaflets and hence are unaware of this survey. The lack of
consultation with local community groups such as the Tenterden & District Residents’
Association is extremely disappointing and does not reflect the level of engagement expected
of such a large scale development. The time period for feedback offered was far too short and
this method of communication tends to alienate the older generations that represent a large
demographic of Tenterden. There should be far more public engagement and opportunities for
the public to view your proposals such as exhibitions where feedback can be gathered. If this
development is to be viewed more positively by local residents then our comments must be
taken on board. I have submitted this survey on behalf of the Tenterden & District Residents’
Association.
Where is the Growth Strategy for Tenterden?

Despite significant opposition and the sensitivity of the site, the application for four large
dwellings at Hales Place, Tenterden has recently been allowed by the appointed Inspector
following an appeal by the developer. This represents a worrying precedent for the erosion of
one of the last remaining green spaces within the Tenterden Conservation Area following on
from the planning approval on appeal of the Tilden Gill site in 201 6.
To date, there appears to be no cohesive strategy or formal document identifying the important
green spaces or ‘lungs’ to be protected in and around Tenterden. The Local Plan focusses only
on potential development sites and does not offer protection to important green spaces. A
Neighbourhood Plan offers the opportunity to coordinate with the Local Plan, whilst
demarcating green spaces that the local community wish to protect. A Neighbourhood Plan
results in a legal document which can be referred to when commenting on planning
applications. Until this or similar has been completed the fight is left to individuals on an
application by application basis, resulting in the piecemeal development we are now
experiencing.
Much time and effort by local interest groups, including Tenterden Town Council, Tenterden &
District Residents’ Association (TDRA) and The Weald of Kent Protection Society in 2005, 2008
and 2009 resulted in detailed analysis of potential development sites around the town,
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identifying landscape constraints and characteristics which informed a list of ‘Criteria for
Developments,’ and the recognition of the importance of retaining vital green lungs for
Tenterden. This is all useful information and still largely relevant as a basis for the development
of a Neighbourhood Plan or similar.
In the meantime we are at risk of continuing to lose valuable, irreplaceable green space and
still don’t have an overall strategy for the growth of Tenterden.
Siggi Nepp
Planning Secretary
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Great Maytham Hall

L

iving here at Great Maytham Hall, I take great pleasure in walking about and studying the
underlying geometrical organisations that are the foundations of Lutyens’s great work
here. The grandest of these is the overall site masterplan which is focused on some very
clear primary principles. The key one is that the main linear block is strung along an east-west
line that is very deliberately placed all along a gentle topographical edge, thereby dividing all
the land and the garden experiences into two distinct zones. To the north is the flatter well
treed informal approach landscape which (except for the central axial entry road through the
beautiful gate houses) is informally and naturally laid out ’parkland’. To the south on the other
side of the house, the land drops away to the distant Rother Valley and so this is a contrasting
world of tightly ordered orthogonal gardens laid out as formal geometric stepped terraces,
lawns, floral borders and walled gardens.
This very simple arrangement, this duality of external expression, then gives enormous drama
to the house itself as it is in essence a long huge screen wall, relatively shallow in depth, a linear
building which divides two worlds.
All of the internal planned arrangements of the house respond to this role of the building as a
dividing screen; the two opposing and very different views of entrances and level parkland on
one side and linear grand elevated south terrace facing down the lawned slopes on the other.
All the drama, and it is indeed very theatrically composed, is concentrated in this linear line, a
house / screen come wall with two faces to two different worlds.
12
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The other main principle or strategy is in the handling of the massing of the architectural
elements that are assembled to form this screen house; these elements in plan take subtle,
shallow steps, forwards and backwards and more dramatically in silhouette rise and fall along
the ridge. All is composed as dis-aggregated yet one, a kind of linear village, a strung out line of
elements. In composition the house is almost like 5 houses, 5 pieces in one. The central
‘house’ ingeniously formed on the foundations and lower main walls of an earlier house,
dominates in size and position; it is higher and grander and has its own east-west roof and end
chimney sets framing and defining it. Then two pavilions at the extreme east and west of the
long screen house, book-end the whole composition, but unlike the central long east-west
form, they have their identity separated out not by framing chimneys but by a single heroic
central chimney improbably rising from the apex of the ridge of the short north-south ridged
roof. These elements rise and fall and are always softened by hipped gable ends. Between
these extreme book-end elements are two short infill ‘houses’ with exquisite accentuated
central doorways; they are infill elements which are like little dolls house set pieces. One
particularly cleverly handled piece is the levels of the doorways which you have to look at
twice to realise that one is higher than the other due to the slight east-west slope – you need to
have this second look to see the differences and apparent samenesses.
The whole linear assembly has a monumental presence, self-conscious and maybe a bit
pretentious, but this is all deliberately designed to make the house appear very much bigger
than it actually is. This is a very different Lutyens to the modesty of the English Arts and Crafts
houses of earlier times with their subtleties and informalities. Here we have all the geometric
rigour of Palladian villas and the theatrical grandeur (albeit on a much smaller scale) of Seaton
Delaval or a Blenheim.
These are the two big moves but there are so many skilled crafted smaller ones, some of which,
only by living here and walking about and immersing oneself
in it, can slowly reveal themselves. The windows for
example range in size and proportions to adjust to different
façades, different wall thicknesses and whether they are in
the old or new building elements, yet all are cleverly tuned
and adjusted to look more or less the same. This is all very
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deliberate and knowing, the eye is frequently deceived by a skilled magician of shape and form
who knows just how far to go to deceive, yet to reassure. Then there are the many smaller
rhythms of buff and red brick, hipped and rounded dormers, brick aprons and brick recesses,
subtly advancing and retreating, and variety of exaggerated chimney columns that rise and fall
as though bobbing on large waves at sea.
Sir Terry Farrell CBE
President TDRA
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Farewell to a Friend  Peter Davies

TDRA

I

t is with great sadness that we learned
of the death of Peter Davies in August
201 7. Peter was a member of the
TDRA Committee for 27 years and was
Chairman for two spells, 1 990-1 992 and
again from 1 998 -2000.
Pete was born at a time when his father
was serving in the Royal Navy on the
Arctic convoys. As a baby, he avoided
death by doodlebug when a V1 rocket
passed over his house in High Wycombe
in 1 942 and landed a mile or so away
from his pram.
His family moved into a brand new
council home in High Wycombe in 1 947. It was adjacent to Five Acre Wood, alive with fauna
such as owls, squirrels, jays and jackdaws and flora such as bluebells and wood anemones. It
was a playground for the local children and probably gave Pete his lifelong love of nature.
Unfortunately, the wood was chopped down before his teenage years when its owner, Sir
Francis Dashwood, sold it to a property developer.
During his mother's hospitalisation in 1 950, Pete and his brother were packed off to live in rural
Wales. Pete attended the village school where lessons were conducted in Welsh. Being an
intelligent lad and the stock of English books being rather limited, his mind wandered and he
got into a lot of mischief and was dealt with by Mr Evans, the school's irascible head teacher.
This hiatus in his learning did not appear to have had any ill-effects as, in 1 953, he gained a
place at High Wycombe Royal Grammar School.
He excelled academically and gained a coveted State Scholarship in History and English in
1 960 before going up to Selwyn College, Cambridge in 1 961 to read History. He switched to
Law in his final year with a view to making a career as a Solicitor. However, he soon realised
that law was not for him and became a college lecturer in Middlesbrough.
He moved with his family to Exeter and then on to Crowborough, where he became Deputy
Headmaster. He left Crowborough to lead the introduction of the TVEI project to Kent schools.
His final years were spent as Chief Inspector of Secondary Education in Kent, which involved
him in representing Kent education in various countries such as Italy, France, Norway and
Canada. His lack of language skills got him in some embarrassing situations, which his sense of
humour and of the ridiculous got him by. He referred to them as his Basil Fawlty moments. But
he enjoyed most of all working with his team and the Headmasters of the schools.
His work was not his sole consideration. He made Tenterden very much his home, actively
15

participating in politics and community affairs, being involved in the ‘Tenterden Improved’
project, the archiving of historical photographs of Tenterden and all the various activities that
being chairman of TDRA involved. Pete, together with Aline, pulled together the TDRA annual
‘The Resident’ magazine and countless Newsletters.
He was an active member of a walking group and trained with Aline as a Tree Warden for
Tenterden.
In his leisure time he enjoyed walking holidays. He has 1 0 grandchildren, who enjoyed the
walking holidays in Yorkshire with him every year. Local history was also one of his main
interests, which added to the enjoyment of exploring new places. He was also interested in art
and local artists.
He will be remembered by those that knew him for his humour, his enthusiasm, his kindness,
his generosity, his warmth and, before he was so cruelly afflicted by dementia, his sharpness of
mind.
Alan Bates

Recreation Ground Proposal
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Recreation Ground Focus Group

TDRA

T

he Recreation Ground Focus Group has met twice (to end February 201 8) together with
the appointed consultants, Ground Control. Focus Group members, drawn from a wide
spectrum of Tenterden residents, including young people, participants in various sports
(bowls, tennis, netball, etc.) and parents of younger children have engaged in discussions
regarding the facilities that are desired and the possible re-arrangement of the recreation
ground to enable future provision of improved facilities. A high degree of agreement was
reached between Focus Group members regarding the preferred future layout and facilities.
Ground Control have since held preliminary discussions with ABC regarding any potential
planning hurdles.
The regeneration of the recreation ground is envisaged to include amongst other facilities:
•
A floodlit tennis court located adjacent to the Leisure Centre
•
A floodlit netball court located adjacent to the Leisure Centre
•
Two multi-purpose floodlit courts capable of use for either tennis or netball
•
Relocated bowling green close to the Leisure Centre
•
Youth facilities including skatepark and multi-use games area on the current bowling
green and car park site
For safety reasons, at the specific request of the youth members of the Focus Group, the skate
park has been located in an open and publicly visible location. Football facilities will be moved
from the Recreation Ground to a new location.
The provisional layout of the revised recreation ground is shown opposite:
The cost of the reconfiguration and improvement works have yet to be estimated but will be
discussed at the next Focus Group meeting. The cost will clearly be substantial as the plan
would involve demolition of the existing toilet block structure and facilities, relocation of the
car park as well as creating the additional facilities. However, the plans as envisaged would
transform the recreational facilities of the Town for the benefit of all age groups. The provision
of floodlighting would enable year- round daytime and evening sports activities which are not
currently possible.
The large open space at the northern end of the recreation ground close to the High Street will
continue to provide opportunities for large scale events such as Tentertainment (PLEASE,
PLEASE, PLEASE COME BACK!!!!), the May Fair, Folk Festival, funfairs and circus while also
offering much improved facilities for participation in sports.
Alan Bates
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Changes at the Museum

T

he residents of Tenterden will have
noticed much activity and no small
amount of scaffolding surrounding
Tenterden & District Museum this winter.
Our museum, which opened in 1 976 and
is run entirely by volunteers, has
undergone refurbishment including a new
ramp which allows easy access to the
ground floor with new interpretation of
our rich and layered local history.
Modern facilities have also been installed
for our superb team of volunteers.
Thanks to the generosity of Museum Patrons as well as an enormous amount of fund raising
and support from ABC, KCC and other funding bodies, we have been able to deliver for the
new season, which began on Good Friday, a lovely museum which will be of interest to
everyone old, young and all of us in the middle!
Our next project intends to involve our whole community. The 20th Century Project can begin
here by asking The Resident readers to contact the museum – by one of the methods shown
below – with their recollections, videos, memorabilia and memories of how Tenterden and the
surrounding area was during the 20th century. All the material will be brought together and
interpreted as a permanent exhibition from 201 9. So, please find all those old photos of you
and your friends and family out and about locally! Our team at the museum always needs help,
especially if we have a lot of material to collate, so if you would like to be involved in the
project and can put your skills to good use contact us on:
enquiries@tenterdenmuseum.co.uk
or phone Debbie Greaves the Curator on 07702 21 4 402
And see us on social media. We welcome new followers and your comments:
Twitter we are:
TDM@TandDMuseum.
Facebook we are:
Tenterden and District Museum@TandDMuseum
Instagram we are:
tenterden_museum.
Blog is at:
tenterdenanddistrictmuseum.wordpress.com
TripAdvisor
Debbie Greaves
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any of us in the town walk past something or someone every day without realising
that, unnoticed and unadvertised, so many things are being done by voluntary and
charitable effort. Just walk past the person doing the gardening outside the Fairings,
pass the flower tubs in the High Street, then go and see what is on in the Day Centre, St.
Mildred’s or the Museum for a few simple examples.
For this article we decided to acknowledge and recognise some of the efforts of the many
people involved in the town; we cannot include them all, but hopefully can give you a sense of
the level of commitment the people of Tenterden give to improve our lives.
The first category has to be the organisations where there is a visible support to those in need
in our community – the Day Centre, which under its new name of Tenterden Social Hub,
provides not only a daily service
looking after our older residents who
need it, but also a range of
additional services such as support for
the disabled, home help, and a
new Meals on Wheels service being
launched in 201 8. Add to this the
Community Hub, which specifically
looks to provide support to those
most in need, whether financial or just
advice as to how to cope in what
are often very difficult times. The
volunteers here are definitely
making a difference to people.
The Dementia Café is only a year old, but has become a regular gathering place for those with
dementia and their carers and relatives every Friday. The initiative has also spread to regular
singing sessions, and facilitation of a ‘Virtual Tour’ of dementia which gives an extraordinary
perception of living with this difficult illness. Tenterden is clearly on the map as a Dementia
Friendly Community.
The Parish of Tenterden, with St. Michaels and Smallhythe, has extensive involvement in both
volunteering and charity initiatives. We know that almost every church activity, from doing the
church flowers to production of the Parish Magazine, depends entirely on the unpaid time of
countless supporters. Behind the scenes, there are a wide range of initiatives for the
community, including regular
lunches for those on their own,
support for youth groups, and
specifically the Christmas Cheer and
Christmas Wrap campaigns which
organised presents and gift vouchers
for families in need.
To see the commitment to
community support and engagement,
keep an eye out for the
consultation on re-designing the
interior of St. Mildred’s, which is
expected in the spring.
There is a high quality series of events – keep May 5th open for a children’s concert in the
morning followed by a candlelit concert in the evening - organised by the Friends of St.
Mildred’s. This charity was established with the specific purpose of raising funds to preserve the
fabric of this precious building for the benefit of the town.
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In Smallhythe, the smaller church is no less active and has bucked the national trend by
increasing their congregation. The village hall in Smallhythe – originally the Village School until
the 1 930’s - is now a thriving art studio and income from the hall supports scholarships and
grants for the young people of the Tenterden parishes. The umbrella organisation Smallhythe
500 was formed four years ago to commemorate the fire of five hundred years ago which
destroyed the chapel and most of the village.
Tenterden also has strong local branches of such
national organisations as the Lions and the Rotary Club.
Without the Rotary efforts we would not have the town
Christmas Tree, the Carol Service or indeed the mulled
wine to warm the cockles on a cold December day. The
Lions Christmas float is just one of their charitable
initiatives, which raised some £5,000 for good causes in
the town in 201 7. In 201 8 they are again sponsoring a
Schools’ Choir competition, as well as running a Classic Car Event and ‘It’s a Knockout’ at
Homewood School. Behind the scenes we know both Rotary and Lions have helped lots of
minor causes which never reach the public eye.
If we think what brings the stream of visitors to the town
(which we know is essential to maintain a healthy High
Street) how could we cope without visitors going to the
Railway or calling in on the Museum? The railway does a
great job of planning events such as the 1 940’s weekend
to bring a serious number of visitors to the town, and
generates an impressive knock on effect with the amount
spent in the pubs and cafes.
Then we have the events which bring people in large numbers to the town; sadly it appears
that Tentertainment will not come back in the immediate future, but what about the crowds
that come in for the Folk Festival, which this year for the first time will feature a folk opera
entitled ‘Here at the Fair’? This runs over several days and brings in a large contingent of
Morris Dancers as well as the folk singers and fans, so it is not surprising that the organisers
estimate it brings half a million pounds each year into the local economy.
Add to that the May Fayre, a day of music and dancing
on the Recreation Ground, with lots of stalls, a beer tent
and other attractions to be announced. Monday May 7th
is the date.
July 21 st brings the Tribute in the Park in St. Michaels.
This event, organised as a family day out for the local
community, was well received in its first year in 201 7,
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and for this year those of nostalgic mind can look
forward to the sounds of Queen, Elvis Presley, Whitney
Houston and many others.
The Remembrance Day service, which attracts over
1 ,000 people, would not happen without the unstinting
work of the Tenterden Branch of the Royal British
Legion, whose efforts with the Poppy Appeal raised
some £20,000 each of the last three years.
201 8 is a big year for the Legion, being the 1 00th
anniversary of the end of the First World War. In
commemoration there will be a beacon lit on
Remembrance Day, the installation of the ‘Tommy’
silhouettes which have been in the press recently, and
hopefully a follow on event from the service itself.
We are fortunate to have strong local groups that help
bring people together with common interests in the
community, some of which also work hard to raise money for good causes. In the town we
have a very active branch of the National Trust, which has donated significant amounts to the
gardens at Smallhythe House and runs a full programme of events throughout the year. The WI
has a healthy membership and U3A is a well-established organisation for the retired and semiretired, providing opportunities for life-long learning with like-minded people through interest
groups, monthly talks, outings and social gatherings.
One charity which is relatively new on the scene is Hypo Hounds, established in 201 6, whose
energies are devoted to training pet dogs for children with Type 1 diabetes. It is extraordinary
to realise how a trained dog can smell the level of blood sugar in a child and thus raise an
alarm to a parent or carer to prevent any extreme attacks. They have fifteen dogs in training at
present and ambitious plans for the future.
On the subject of dogs, we cannot but notice the numbers of
greyhounds being regularly exercised around the town. Whilst the
Greyhound Trust is not Tenterden based, the sheer number of
greyhounds being exercised every day demonstrates the
commitment of our town’s residents to this cause.
Last but not least, we cannot avoid the contentious topic of
charity shops in the town. With a dozen or so in and around the
High Street, they have a significant number of volunteers and
certainly attract many of the visitors. Whilst there are mixed opinions as to their presence, we
as a Residents’ Association would prefer to have them occupied than see row after row of
empty shops!
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Whilst we can be proud as residents of all the above, talking to the key people reminds us that
there is always a need for volunteers, and in many cases additional funds for these
organisations to carry on making the difference for us all. If you have time to help (particularly
where you have an interest in the activity or the cause) or are looking for ways your cash can
make a difference, do get in touch with them.
We must apologise to those we have omitted – through inadvertence of our research or lack of
space, we will have missed out some deserving of mention. If so, do let us know and we will
happily promote you in the future.
Below we list the website of the organisations mentioned, but if any reader wants more
information or a specific contact, please e-mail howard.burnside@btinternet.com and I will try
to help.
Howard Burnside

www.tenterdendaycentre.co.uk
www.tenterdencommunityhub.co.uk
www.dementiafriendlytenterden.org.uk
www.tenterdencofe.co.uk
www.friendsofstmildredstenterden.com
www.tenterdenlionsclub.co.uk
www.tenterdenrotary.org.uk
www.kesr.org.uk
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How well do you know your town? Here’s a chance to find out and maybe win a prize!
Either email your answers to: chairman@tdra.org.uk or write / type them on a sheet of paper
and hand them in to Webbs, 45-51 High Street in an envelope marked ‘TDRA Tenterden
Quiz’.
Closing date is Wednesday 25th May. Those entries which are all correct will be put in a hat
and one randomly selected to win the prize of a £25 Waterstones voucher – or if there are no
all correct answers then the prize will go to the entry with the most correct answers. It’s just a
bit of fun but be careful if you’re out and about trying to find out the answers and good luck!
The decision of the Committee is final (obviously!).
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Who officially opened Tenterden Leisure Centre in 1990?
The daughter of which famous English hero was married to a Vicar of St. Mildred’s?
According to the sign, where does Craythorne lead to?
What did Tenterden become part of in 1449?
What is located at 2 Manor Row?
Which area was renamed St. Michael’s in 1863?
What year was Tenterden Museum first opened?
The area where West View Hospital now stands was previously used as what?
Which exVicar of St. Mildred’s Church won an Olympic Gold Medal?
There was a serious fire in Tenterden High Street in November of what year this
Century?
Fill in the missing words: The Parish of St. Michael and _______________.
In what century was the present town hall building built?
According to the sign, where does Wayside lead to?
Which French town is Tenterden twinned with?
What is located at 155 High Street?
What is Tenterden and District Day Centre now known as?
Outside which building will you find the words ‘From little acorns mighty oak trees
grow’?
Where is Theatre Square?
Where will you see the words ‘Jireh Chapel Houses 1900’?
Who officially opened the Service Training Centre at St Michael’s Grange in 1935?
Ken Grant
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Tenterden and District
Residents’ Association
is always looking for enthusiastic volunteers
so if anyone is interested in getting involved,
they would be most welcome.
Just speak to any Committee Member or contact us through the website:
www.tdra.org.uk. Please ensure that you’ve given us your email address
so we can keep you up to date with what’s happening although if you
don’t have one we’ll make sure you don’t miss out.

The objectives of the Charity are:
•

to promote high standards of planning, architecture and conservation

•

to secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement of
features of historic or public interest in the area

•

to educate the public in geography, history, natural history and architecture of
Tenterden and the surrounding area

These are for the benefit of the inhabitants of Tenterden and the surrounding area
and for the public at large in the interests of social welfare and with the object of
improving the condition of life of the said inhabitants.

TDRA would like to express its thanks to:
The Lutyens Trust: www.lutyenstrust.org.uk
Lewis Brockway
'The Resident’ is published for circulation free of charge to members of the
Tenterden & District Residents’ Association.

Editorial Team: Ken Grant & Mike Winiberg
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Committee of the Association.

