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Tenterden Recreation Ground Project 
Press Release by Tenterden and District Residents Association (TDRA): 
 
TDRA has today written to Tenterden Town Council expressing concerns over the excessive 
costs of the regeneration proposals for the Recreation Ground as follows: 
 
“I am writing to express the concerns of TDRA members at the extremely high cost of the 
proposed works to improve the Recreation Ground. 
 
These costs have not been presented to or discussed with the Recreation Ground Focus 
Group that TTC established specifically to consider the required improvements.  It seems 
peculiar for TTC to establish a Focus Group and then to withhold the key information “How 
much will it cost” at the end of the study.   
 
The detailed cost estimate, which I have now seen, includes a contingency sum of just 
£50,000, when a figure of 15% of the estimated cost of the works would be more 
appropriate – ie.  the contingency sum should be increased to £300,000!  This raises the 
projected overall cost to over £2.4 million, not £2.1 million.  An  adequate contingency  sum 
is especially necessary when such a high proportion of the cost is groundworks which are 
notoriously prone to cost overruns associated with unexpected conditions, adverse weather 
etc. 
 
Many of our members have expressed the view that expenditure of some £500,000 to move 
the Bowls Club, (inclusive of the cost of the access road and car park dedicated to the use of 
the Bowls Club, associated professional fees and contingency) is excessive.  We believe this 
would be a misuse of public funds. 
 
We would like to suggest that the overall layout is revisited with the aim of reducing the 
overall cost.  Specifically we suggest: 

1. Leaving the Bowls Club in its present location. 
2. Leaving the car park in its present location 
3. Moving the  new tennis courts and netball courts some 40 metres eastwards 
4. Relocating the MUGA further to the South (into the space currently proposed for 

the new car park) 
5. Relocating the skatepark between the car park and MUGA. 

We think there should be an opportunity for the residents of the town to be directly involved 
in the decision relating to the Recreation Ground and specifically to be given a chance to 
choose between the plan currently being proposed by Ground Control and the lower cost 
alternative outlined above.” 
 
TDRA have also drawn attention to concerns raised at the recent coffee morning by TDRA 
members: 
 

• Concern over the loss of the existing public toilets 
• Concern over the expenditure on yet another café in the town, when so many 

already exist in the high street 



• Concern over unnecessary new buildings when the existing pavilion is in relatively 
good order and could be re-used  

• Concern over the removal of the existing ‘mound’ adjacent to the play area, when so 
many kids love to play on it throughout the year - particularly for sledging 

• Concern over inappropriate expenditure on new play areas when much of the 
existing play equipment is still relatively new and in good working order 

• Concern over loss of green space – too much hard surfacing/ building 

Many questioned the lack of options presented, with apparently no thought given to 
incorporating/ re-using much of the existing equipment and buildings to more cost effective 
solutions.  There was positive support for the upgrading to the tennis/ netball/ MUGA 
courts and locating the skate board park to surround them to form a creative buffer zone.  

TDRA offer these concerns as constructive comments in the hope that Councillors will 
respond positively. 


