TDRA MINUTES
	
  
	
  
1. Present

On 29th March, 2018, 7.30pm at Tenterden Day Centre	
  

A. Bates (Chairman), H Burnside, S Nepp, W Chantler, M Lyons, C Parkin, M Winiberg, N Webb,
K Grant, I Marsden, M Carter (TTC Liason).
2. Apologies
There were no apologies
3. Minutes of the Last Meeting
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.
4. Matters Arising
AB2 – A Bates has been informed that Craigmont have re-issued their statement, so no further action
required.
R Isworth to speak at the AGM.
H. Burnside to follow up a meeting with St. Michaels residents.

HB1

TTC Liason
Mike Carter reported that there was to be a vote at the Council Meeting on Tuesday to consider the
funding for Phase II of the cinema project and urged members to attend and support it. This would
be to progress the work with the architects. Recreation Ground cost estimates in the region of
£2.6 million was considered to be very expensive. I Marsden suggested that more use should be
made of the Liesure Centre as a booking office. It was noted however that only £120,000
was suggested for the Skateboard Park and in contrast this seemed modest. It was noted that the
football pitches might have to relocate to Homewood, where a 3G pitch would be installed.
The case for a Business Plan investing £3.5 million for further income in the future seems to have
gone by the way. Furthermore there seems to be no budgeting for the various projects, which would
include a large sum being earmarked for the restoration of the Town Hall. Repairs are being costed
and expected to be in the region of £1.5 million. It was questioned whether or not this should be paid
from the rates. It was further noted that there was still £50,000 in the Football Fund from the sale of
land the Tescos. It was generally felt there was a lack of joined up thinking and financial strategy. S
Nepp stressed the need for a noise survey for the proposed skateboard park, as this may be a problem.
It was also noted that the Town Council do not control all of the land being considered for the
development outside the Leisure Centre. Resolving this may well hold things up.
Westwell Court – no further news.
Hales Place – appeal has been allowed.
Wates land – although there has been no application for development, it is understood that Wates
will challenge the local plan.

M Carter then asked our opinion on TENT1B, to which we told him that the problem here is that if
the 50 houses are not built they will have to be allowed for elsewhere. The reality is however that it
is unlikely that anything will happen before 2027 because of an overage clause.
M. Carter then left the meeting.
5. Correspondence
Questions raised by Adrian Greaves and Ros Debling concerning the dead line for the AGM. It was
agreed that because of the absence of a rule in the constitution, they should be asked to table their
questions as soon as possible. They also asked how many members we have. Since a precise
membership number requires a full manual count against paid househyolds and declared residents,
we have generally used the number of paid households (520 to 530) and extrapolated to calculate
approximately 1,000 members. Ros Debling has also asked whether we had commented on the
Kentish Express report about the proposed agreement between Homewood and Wates for the lease of
the football pitch. It was agreed that we cannot consult the membership on every issue or article, on
top of which we do not have the means to since we lack email addresses for a lot of members. The
general feeling was that since the land is in trust Homewood would have an obligation to get the best
deal for it, and on that basis it is not up to us to comment. It was further noted that we had looked at
possible places for development between 2008/9 using the development criteria that had been
established and considered the site suitable. It was agreed that we have to be careful not to be
supporting separate interest groups as we have an obligation to act on behalf of residents as a whole.
It was agreed that the only time that we should comment is when something concrete is proposed and
not just on the basis of a press report. We need to be neutral between Wates and the Westwell project
and bearing in mind that if a site is rejected, provision for a further hundred houses would have to be
found elsewhere.
6. Committee Reports
Planning
Tilden Gill – S Nepp to comment.

SN2

Hales Place – the decision has only just been announced, but it is noted that the appeal has been
accepted to build four houses.
Honeymoon – application for change of use to a drinks establishment.
Treasurer's Report
The draft Annual Accounts were presented and approved subject to final amendments. It was agreed
to donate £900 to be divided between HypoHounds, the Youth Club and Dementia Cafe equally.
Membership
M Lyons stressed the need to make contact with new residents in the TENT1 development by posting
a flyer through each door. M. Lyons to draft.
ML3
It was noted that the new data storage requirements oblige members to opt in to provision for usage
of data. H Burnside to draft a letter and appropriate form.
HB4

7. Focus Groups
Recreation Ground – meeting to be held on 17th April will reveal estimated costs.

8. Any Other Business
I Marsden raised a concern about the very poor condition of Recreation Ground road, which
had come about as a result of the speed humps. He suggested that Dandara should be
responsible for putting the road right once the building has finished. This should be raised
with KCC.

the

The Resident needs to be at the printers within the next two weeks so that it can be back for
distribution by the 14th April, giving enough time for the AGM Notice. It was agreed that
20 question quiz was a good idea.
9. Date of Next Meeting
26th April, 2018, 7.30pm at the Tenterden Day Centre.

11th April, 2018

