
 
 

TDRA MINUTES 
On 28th September, 2017, 7.30pm at Tenterden Day Centre	  

	  
	  

1. Present 
 
 A. Bates (Chairman), W. Chantler, M. Lyons, K. Grant, I. Marsden, M. Winniberg, N. Webb.  M. 
Carter attended the first part of the meeting as TTC representative. 
 

2. Apologies 
 

            S. Nepp, C. Parkin, H. Burnside 
 

3. Minutes of the Last Meeting 
 
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 
 

4. Matters Arising 
 
     A. Bates outlined the current position on the Wates Site, and the events at the Council Meeting on     
 the 29th August overturning the Planning Committee decision to support the Wates Site.  This had 
 been proposed  by M. Carter.  He then explained that he felt this was a more suitable site rather than 
 the free for all that might ensue assuming that the TENT1 Phase B project was delayed.  The Wates 
 proposal would also include sports facilities.  A. Bates also noted that the Government had 
 announced today in the press the need for Councils to provide even more dwellings, with Ashford 
 likely to have to find 989 as opposed to 825 at present, per year over the next 12 years.  He said this 
 would make it inevitable that this would put pressure on Tenterden.  I Marsden said that we should be 
 maximising the density of the buildings and wondered why Glebe Field had never been considered 
 for development.  It was agreed that with this sort of pressure, Ashford Borough Council should 
 reverse its decision to exclude the outlying villages in the plan.  It was also noted that there is nothing 
 over 4 stories high here. 

 
5. Focus Groups 

 
 The Recreation Ground group is to meet on 11th October, with the appointed architects in attendance.  
 It was noted that a Skate Park is included in the plans, which raises questions of Lipton Group 
 involvement.  Mike Carter also mentioned that one proposal for the Recreation Ground was for a 
 Tennis Centre consisting of four courts with floodlights. 
 
 Cinema Focus Group has had two meetings.  Mike Carter said that these had been very positive and 
 there was a lot of motivation in the group.  The Woolpack site is favourite.  The plan would be for the 
 Town Council to own the property and put money into it possibly behind the barn.  Operators are due 
 to meet the Group and it is understood that Kino are interested if there is a ready made building 
 available. 
 
 Mike Carter then left the meeting. 
 
6. Correspondence 
 
 Email forwarded from a Rogersmead residence with reference to the Westwell Court application 
 complaining that the Residents Association was not as one with its members in its views on the 



 proposal.  A. Bates reiterated that we cannot be all things to all people, and agreed to reply outlining 
 our 2008 criteria, on which we make decisions of this nature.                                       AB1                 
 

7. Committee Reports 
 
 Treasurers Report 
 
 A. Bates reported that he had offered £1,000 for the next Tentertainment.   
 
 W. Chantler reported that he had walked the Town with the KCC Tree people and they had identified 
 four suitable sites.   An application to be made for a grant of £200 from Callum Knowles, bringing 
 our fund up to £680 which should be sufficient. 
 
 M Lyons reported that we should be able to cut our print run for the Newsletter by at least 100, but it 
 would be useful to know what the printing thresholds were before we made a reduction.  It was 
 agreed that next time we would use folded A4 and not stapled pages. 
 
 It was agreed that we would follow up on the suggestion of bulb planting and I Marsden reiterated his 
 support for flags in the High Street to calendar events. 
 
 Membership Report 
 
 Four new members, but two deaths, and a new distributor for Ingleden.  It was agreed we would do a 
 leaflet distribution because of the fragmented pockets of support that we have.  M Lyons to identify 
 areas that need canvassing.  He will also find out what it will cost to do a print run and the cost of 
 delivery by Jackie's Newsagents.                                                                               ML2 
 

8. Coffee Morning 
 
 M Lyons has booked the White Lion room and coffee for £100, catering for 60.  We have the room 
 between 9am and 1pm.  A Bates to organise display boards, and reported that he had asked Wates for 
 an A1 sized drawing.  Committee to set up the room at 9am, coffee between 10am and 12noon. 
 K Grant to organise publicity i.e. The Wealden Advertiser and Kentish Express, M Lyons to organise 
 notices around the town, A Bates to organise A boards and banner on Recreation Ground. 
                                                                                                                                          KG/ML/AB3 
 

9. Front Garden Competition 
 
 A Bates to consult with the Chairman of the Horticultural Society about how we might go about this 
 and perhaps make this a joint venture.  We need to understand the timescale and what classes of 
 competition.                                                                                                                       AB4 
 

10. Any Other Business 
 
 It was agreed that we would not be needing coffee in the future. 
 

11. Date of Next Meeting 
 
 26th October 2017, 7.30pm Tenterden Day Centre.  Apologies K Grant, M Lyons, N Webb. 
 
 

 
17th October, 2017 


